
RIW 2010 Concurrent Sessions 

Please note that session topics, times and presenters are subject to change 

 

Tuesday, March 30      

 Indigo 1 Indigo 2 Indigo 3 Platinum Gold 

10:30a Weather You Like it or 

Not 

Jann Glove 

Eco-Friendly:  Some 
Personal Choices 

Wil Reding 

The (Happy) Marriage of 
Nature and History at 

Chippewa Nature Center 
Kyle Bagnall 

Naturepiece Theatre: 
Nature Education 
Through Puppetry 

Mindy Murdock 

The Ohio Certified 
Volunteer Naturalist 

Program 
Clare Schaaf Thorn 11:00a 

11:30a           

2:30p 
Bird Feeding Stations  

John Schaust 

Suit, Tie, and Hiking 
Boots:  An MBA Looks 

at Interpretation 
Bob Dispenza 

Gimmicks & Gadgets 
Pam Bunch 

Interpretation 2.0 
Brad Bumgardner & 
Haley Samuelson-

Couchman 

Elements of 
Certification 

Andrea Haslage 3:00p 

3:30p           

4:00p 
Magic Every Moment 

Dr. Edward Kesgen 

Making Connections 
with the Natural World 
Through Humor & Song 

Mark Szabo 

Chytrid (Bd) and White 
Nose, What Everyone 

Should Know 
Tim Krynak 

Student Presentations 
Student Involvement 

Committee 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 
the Walk? 

Kevin Arnold 4:30p 

      

      

Thursday, April 1st      

 Indigo 1 Indigo 2 Indigo 3 Platinum Gold 

10:30a American Hobo: A Living 
Culture 

Pat Rydquist & David 
Gates 

Designing Effective 
Food Demonstrations 

Lucy Long 

wǳƴΧLǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ bƛƎƘǘ 
Sky!! 

Becky Parkin 

Loud & Clear:  Telling 
¸ƻǳǊ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

Story 
do good Consulting 

Building Partnerships 
with your Local 

Colleges & Universities 
Matthew Dykstra 11:00a 

11:30a     

Marketplace 
setup 

    

2:00p Depth of Knowledge:  
Are you a Puddle or a 

Pond? 
Dan Best 

Using Storybooks in 
Interpretive Programs 
Jeanette Henderson 

Want Results? Build 
Relations: Leadership & 

Management for Effective 
Teams 

do good Consulting 

Stewardship on a 
Shoestring:  Getting Rid of 
Invasives in Economically 

Tough Times 
Jen Howell 2:30p 

3:00p     

Marketplace of 
Ideas  

(3-5pm) 

    

3:30p Teaching Photosynthesis & 
Pollination Through Hands-

on Games and Activities 
Gretchen Motts 

Native Americans & the 
Resources of the Great 

Lakes 
Steve Tchozeski 

/ƭƛŎƪ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘ - 
Camera Clubs in a New 

Age 
Diane Valen 

Off the Beaten Park 
Andrew Avram 

4:00p 

4:30p     
    

5:00p       
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, March 30
th

  

10:30 ï 11:30am 
Weather You Like it or Not 

Jann Glove, Lake Metroparks 

Lots of custom-made, old-school posters illustrating dozens of popular weather adages from years gone-

by are used to present a hodge podge of predictions using plants, animals and the sky above.  Participants 

will be stimulated from colorful visual aids, singing and hand crafting a furry forecaster.  This session 

provides interesting info and ideas that can be incorporated in a variety of program for any/all age groups.  

 

Eco-Friendly:  Some Personal Choices 

Wil Reding, Rent-A-Rambling Naturalist 

Having been in the profession awhile, I have seen what we are trying to interpret: nature, culture and 

history!  Along with interpreting these things there comes an understanding and also a wish to be more 

eco-friendly in our own life.  I would like to share with my associates some of the techniques and things 

that have allowed me to attempt to live a life, more along these lines.  The two highlights of the 

presentation would be the Prius car and the electric assisted bicycle.  This presentation is more a 

ñpersonal choices for oneselfò and a closer look at living ones beliefs! 

 

The (Happy) Marriage of Nature and History at Chippewa Nature Center 

Kyle Bagnall, Chippewa Nature Center 

Ever interpret history from a kayak or snowshoes? Since 1966, Chippewa Nature Center has offered 

historical programs that emphasize connections people and the environment.  This presentation explores 

how using a nature based approach to interpret local history can help inspire people to protect the natural 

world.  Bring your program ideas and success stories for a lively group discussion.  

 

Naturepiece Theatre: Nature Education Through Puppetry 

Mindy Murdock, Cleveland Metroparks 

Naturepiece Theater takes an imaginative and unconventional approach at nature education for young 

children and their families.  Puppetry is combined with literature, science and art to immerse the 

participants in nature themes. The presentation will discuss the role Naturepiece as played at Cleveland 

Metroparks North Chagrin Nature Center in preschool programming as well as school programming.  

Audience members will have an opportunity to try their hand at puppetry as well as be given helpful ideas 

for activities and options for including puppetry in their interpretive programming.  

 
The Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist Program 

Clare Schaaf Thorn, Ohio State University Extension 

Ohio State University Extension and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources have developed this 

volunteer naturalist training program to assist park districts and nature centers to ease staffing issues 

(budget cuts, restraints and staff reduction).  The Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist (OCVN) program is 

designed to 1) increase citizenship, stewardship and awareness of Ohioôs natural resources through 

science-based education and community service, and 2) allow understanding of natural resource 

management and ecology.  Participants will learn what is involved with the OCVN program, how to 

participate in trainings, and how the certified volunteers can assist with education opportunities. 

 

Tuesday, March 30
th

  

2:30 ï 3:30pm 
Bird Feeding Stations  

John Schaust, Wild Birds Unlimited 

Bird Feeding Stations can be a powerful interpretive tool. Unfortunately, they often lead to unintended 

negative experiences for visitors. Feeding stations that are poorly designed and inadequately maintained 

have little interpretive value and may even jeopardize the health and safety of the birds and other wildlife 

they are intended to attract. This session will share the best practices for operating a bird feeding station 

that is attractive and safe while also providing compelling interpretive experiences for your visitors. 

 

 

 



Suit, Tie, and Hiking Boots:  An MBA Looks at Interpretation 

Bob Dispenza, Allen County Parks 

Our organization is one of the most basic elements of the interpretive experience ï it dictates our 

appearance and our priorities, builds our strengths and imposes our limitations.  All of us work for an 

organization, but not so many of know how to work with an organization.  Understanding how human 

organizations work (or donôt work) is one of the important things the business world can teach us.  It can 

also help us understand our ñclientsò better, become more responsive to them, and work more effectively 

with various supervisors, co-workers and subordinates.  Expect some theory and some practice.    

 

Gimmicks & Gadgets 

Pam Bunch, Stubnitz Environmental Education Center 

Do you have a gadget or gimmick that works well for your interpretive programs?  This is your chance to 

present it to your colleagues at RIW in a one-hour, impromptu forum for sharing ideas and props for 

programs.  Pam Bunch will facilitate the presentation, and then it's up to all of you to bring great ideas to 

make it a wonderful workshop session.  You can come and share, or just attand and absorb. One thing, for 

sure, you'll have fun as you glean the elements, both small and large, that make up a great program. 

 

Interpretation 2.0 

Brad Bumgardner, Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

Haley Samuelson-Couchman, Naturalist 

As technology continues to meld the visitor experience beyond our interpretive site, social media sources 

have become a rich medium for creative interpretation to reach the visitor before and after their site 

experience. This session will introduce folks to aspects of social media (a.k.a. Web 2.0) and ideas on how 

to use them as an interpretive tool.  Emphasis will be put on extending the visitor experience beyond the 

interpretive site to further stewardship appreciation beyond the site visit.  In keeping with the theme, the 

program helps blend new elements into the interpretation profession.  

 

Elements of Certification 

Andrea Haslage, Columbus & Franklin County Metro Parks 

A recent goal in the NAI Region IV strategic plan is to get more of our members interested in 

certification.  To help, we will offer Regional Workshop sessions on the basics (or ñelementsò) of 

certification, presented by members who have recently received a certification.  A quiz and fun tips and 

tricks will be presented to get participants interacting with the certification elements and eventual process.  

 

Tuesday, March 30
th

 

4:00-5:00pm 
Magic Every Moment 

Dr. Edward Kesgen ,Inspirational speaker and Workshop Facilitator 

A lively, light-hearted series of individual and group activities whose sole purpose is the elevation of the 

human spirit.  Laughter and joy will be in abundance as we learn more about one another ï and perhaps 

even ourselves.  A delightful mental health break.   

 

Making Connections with the Natural World Through Humor & Song 

Mark Szabo, Huron-Clinton Metroparks 

Interpreters often deal with children who have had little experience with the natural world.  This is 

evident when we ask the following questions:  Why does the water in the stream move?  Are people 

nature too? Does everything come from nature?  Why is it best to leave baby animals alone?  The use of 

humor and songs as elements of interpretation can help answer the above while revealing our connections 

to the natural world.  Iôll offer simple techniques, which utilize audience participation and hands-on 

objects.  The songs that I demonstrate (and share via handouts) can also be spoken as rhymes.  They are 

simple and applicable both indoors and out.   

 

Chytrid (Bd) and White Nose, What Everyone Should Know 

Tim Krynak, Cleveland Metroparks 

Two pathogens are having major impacts on amphibians and bat populations.  Chytrid fungus (Bd) in 

amphibians has been causing catastrophic amphibian declines and extinctions throughout the world, but 



what about here in the Great Lakes Region?  We will cover the history of the fungus and what current 

research is showing about our local amphibian populations.  However, amphibians are not the only group 

of animals facing a major threat.  White Nose Syndrome, a fungus that is causing over 95% mortality in 

hibernating bats, is moving rapidly in the Eastern United States.  We will discuss the facts about this 

disease and how it could impact bats in our region in the very near future.  

 

Student Presentations 

Student Involvement Committee 

We all remember our first interpretive program and how nervous and insecure we were!  This is your 

chance to support the future of our profession by attending a session devoted completely to student 

presentations.  Students are asked to present 10-15 minutes on a topic with an interpretive approach.  At 

the end audience members can give friendly feedback to the student presenters which will help them grow 

into professional interpreters! 

 

Hey, students!  Want to meet new people, share your presentation skills with other students and 

interpreters--and earn $100 for sharing?  Submit a program proposal to the Student Involvement 

Committee co-chairs, Amy Gregg and Dorothy McLeer, to present a brief 10-15 minute interpretive 

program during the Student Involvement session at RIW 2010-Midland!  The no-pressure, relaxed student 

session will be held Tuesday, March 30, from 4-5 PM.  Be there and share! 

 
Whatôs the Sense of the Walk? 

Kevin Arnold, Huron- Clinton Metroparks 

This program is designed to give tips on involving the senses during a trail hike.  Touch, smell, and even 

taste will be incorporated.  A discussion portion will be used at the end for others to give tips on things 

they have used that have worked well. 

 

Thursday, April 1
st
 

10:30 ï 11:30am 
American Hobo: A Living Culture 

Pat Rydquist, Metro Parks, Serving Summit County 

David Gates, Metro Parks, Serving Summit County 

American Hobos are a noble and active society, not tramps or bums.  Naturalists Pat Rydquist and Dave 

Gates not only learned first hand, but have been inducted into the Hobo community for their Deep Lock 

Quarry Hobo Days in Peninsula, Ohio.  They will share hobo history, the creation of a hobo gathering that 

present hobos ócatch-outô to attend, their journey to becoming hobos, and the ordeals the modern hobos 

are struggling with to keep their lifestyle alive.  You will discover essential hobo elements like symbols, 

terms, and bindle making that you will need to become a óKnight of the Roadô. 

 

Designing Effective Food Demonstrations 

Lucy Long, Bowling Green State University 

Food lends itself to demonstrations.  Guides at historical sites, and environmental or cultural centers often 

display ingredients, cooking equipment, cooking techniques, and even allow audiences to taste food.  

These demonstrations, however, easily turn into cooking classes or food sampling, leaving out the 

interpretive element.  This workshop suggests ways to design more effective food demonstrations, 

connecting them to interpretive themes and strategies, and broadening audiencesô understanding of food 

and culture through their demonstrations. The workshop will be relevant to effective demonstrations of 

any content, not only food and will allow time for participants to practice strategies discussed.  

 

RunéItôs the Night Sky!! 

Becky Parkin, Lake Metroparks 

Does the idea of interpreting the night sky terrify you?  Is so, come learn some tried and true tricks to help 

identify planets, constellations and the myths behind them.  Explore the night sky through different 

activities that you can take with you and use at any time.  Whether you love leading night hikes, but get 

stuck when it comes to a clear night or have never ventured into the night sky, this is the program for you.  

Find out about some tools that can turn you into a backyard astronomer.  Donôt be afraid to look up at the 

night sky! 



 

 

 

Loud & Clear:  Telling Your Organizationôs Story 

Laura Huth & Jenn Raley Miller, do good Consulting 

This session explores the role and impact of an organizationôs marketing and public relations efforts. 

Participants will learn how to support their organizationôs communications efforts and tell their story 

most effectively as well as develop skills that will engage a variety of audiences with their cause. A 

particular focus of this workshop will be on low-cost, high impact methods of marketing, outreach, and 

public relations. 

 

Building Partnerships with your Local Colleges & Universities 

Matthew Dykstra, Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 

Most nature centers have a college or university within their community.  Often we look at those 

institutions and wonder how we might be able to tap into the knowledge and energy that they possess.  

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute, located in Hastings, Michigan, has successfully established formal 

relationships with fourteen colleges and universities throughout Michigan and Indiana.  Matthew Dykstra, 

Education Director at the Institute, will discuss how these relationships came to be, how students and 

faculty benefit from the relationship, and how your organization might be able to cultivate relationships 

with your local college or university. 

 

Thursday, April 1
st
 

2:00-3:00pm 
Depth of Knowledge:  Are you a Puddle or a Pond? 

Dan Best, Geauga Park District 

The interpretive profession offers the opportunity to become a respected community resource and an 

indispensable asset to your agency/institution.  As a nature interpreter, do you have a depth of knowledge 

that meets the expectations that audience and employers have for your level of expertise? Hereôs a holistic 

approach to gaining a perspective of your local landscape that incorporates geography, climate, geology, 

natural communities and land use history as a framework for expanding your knowledge of and ability to 

interpret its natural history.  

 

Using Storybooks in Interpretive Programs 

Jeanette Henderson, Calvin College Ecosystem Preserve 

Children's storybooks can be excellent tools to use in interpretive programming for young children and 

their families. They can provide just the right introduction, transition, or closings to a program that both 

engages this audience and helps them remember the theme of the program. I will share some of my 

favorite books and the different ways I use them in family, summer camp, and school programs.  Some 

books that will be discussed include 1st Snow in the Woods, One Frog Sang, Diary of a Worm, and 

Waddle, Waddle, Quack, Quack. A resource list of favorite titles will be provided. 

 

Want Results? Build Relations: Leadership & Management for Effective Teams 

Laura Huth & Jenn Raley Miller, do good Consulting 

Drawing on the ñOvercoming the Five Dysfunctions of a Teamò approach, this participatory session will 

provide a framework for developing healthy, and therefore effective, staff relations. It will also provide 

take-away tools for improving inter-staff communication, personal accountability, conflict resolution, 

team building, and meeting objectives. This session is a great choice for both new managers and 

experienced managers looking to build stronger, higher functioning teams.  

 

Stewardship on a Shoestring:  Getting Rid of Invasives in Economically Tough Times 

Jen Howell, Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 

If your organization is like most non-profit organizations, it operates on a shoestring budget that provides 

nothing like the financial support the organization could ideally use.  Regardless of whether funds are 

available to control them, invasive plants will encroach on our natural areas and have ecological, 

economic, aesthetic, historical, and ethical implications on our ability to interpret the natural world.  This 

presentation is designed to offer strategies on how to create a ñplan of attackò, how to control invasive 



plants on a nominal budget, and how to convince skeptics (board members, potential donors, etc.) to 

financially support critical stewardship efforts.  

 

Thursday, April 1st 

3:30-4:30pm 
Teaching Photosynthesis & Pollination Through Hands-on Games and Activities 

Gretchen Motts, Cleveland Metroparks 

Photosynthesis and pollination are two important concepts.  This is a fun, hands-on way to teach these 

concepts.  In the photosynthesis game, children become parts of the tree.  Roots put together water 

molecules.  Leaves assemble sugar molecules, and other players move molecules between plants and 

animals.  In the pollination game, balls are pollen; children play parts of the flower (stamen and pistol).  

Pollen is transferred in a variety of ways during different rounds.  

Participants will leave with hand outs that will enable them to make their own props to play each game. 

 

Native Americans & the Resources of the Great Lakes 

Steve Tchozeski, Great Lakes GeoScience 

Native Americans have occupied the Great Lakes Region for thousands of years. This presentation will 

take an in-depth look at mineral and rock resources within the Great Lakes Basin and how the Native 

Americans recovered, used and traded these resources.  The tools that were made and used from these 

resources will also be demonstrated.  Come join us in our ñwinter campò and see how to set up a 

simulated archeological dig.  

 

Click itôs the Ticket - Camera Clubs in a New Age 

Diane Valen, Geauga Park District 

Session will highlight Geauga Park Districtôs highly successful Shutterbug Camera Club while addressing 

the following issues and others spawned by participants: 

1. Meeting format and schedules 

2. Generating and keeping members, from amateurs to professionals, diversity so not just for 

ñold folksò anymore! 

3. Establishing and working with committees 

a. Importance of defining roles 

4. Competitions vs. ñFriendly Critiquesò 

5. Interjecting interpretation into meetings, outings and critique sessions 

6. Helping photographers and potential program presenters organize to tell better stories with 

their pictures (illustrated presentation with photos from Maine Audubon Camp) 

7. Extensions (What goes on outside of meeting nights) 

a. Communications without spam 

b. Assignments 

c. Photo shoots & their follow-ups (PowerPoint samples) 

d. Exhibitions (formula for success) 

e. Contests, workshops (internal and external) 

f. Other clubs as resources 

g. Using club photos to enhance programming, displays and marketing venues 

 

Thursday, April 1
st
  

3:00 ï 5:00pm  
Marketplace of Ideas 

Hereôs your chance to check out some creative props and tools created by interpreters from your regions.  

Be sure to stop by and check it out!! 

Big and small ideas wanted!!  If you have a creative prop or till that has enhanced your programming, 

contact Jenn Wright February 19
th
 at jwright@naturecenter.org to reserve your space in the Marketplace. 

 

Off the Beaten Park 

Andrew Avram, Lake Metroparks 

Many parks have a great variety of natural and cultural resources without having a nature center or visitor 

center, which can make having larger events on-site problematic.  We set out with the mission to bring 

mailto:jwright@naturecenter.org


people to these resources by developing three small scale special events, with the intentions of holding the 

events annually.  Our topics ranged from birds, freshwater mussels, and Native Americans along with 

activities such as information booths, games, demonstrations, hikes and guest lectures.  During this 

program weôll go over how we developed, planned and implemented these events on a modest budget.  

 

 

 

 

 


